Brass spittoons. Puzzled (extrait de Dark like me) 

de Thierry Machuel, textes de Langston Hughes

Ecrite en hommage à Billie Holiday, Dark like me de Langston Hughes (1902-1967) est une longue fresque évoquant la condition des Noirs aux Etats-Unis dans la première moitié du XX° siècle. Thierry Machuel, pianiste et compositeur français né en 1962, en a rassemblé quelques textes.

Detroit, 

Chicago, 
Atlantic City, 

Palm Beach. 

Clean the spittoons, 

The steam in hotel kitchens,

The smoke in hotel lobbies,

The slime in hotel spittoons ;

Part of my life.

Hey, boy !

A nickel, 

A dime

A dollar,

Two dollars a day.

Buy shoes for the baby.

House rent to pay.

Gin on saturday, 

Church on sunday.

My God !

Babies and gin and church

And women and Sunday

All mixed with dimes and

Dollars and clean spittoons

And house rent to pay.

Hey, boy !

A bright bowl of brass is beautiful to the Lord

Bright polish brass like the cymbals

Of King David ‘s dancers,

Like the wine cups of Solomon.

Hey, boy !

A clean spitton on the altar of the Lord

A clean bright spitton all newly polished-

At least I can offer that.

Com’here, boy !

Brass spittoons  (de Langston Hughes)

Sure, we remember,

(…) sugar’s gone up another two cents, 

And bread one,

(…) thre’s a new tax on cigarettes-

(…) the job we never had,

(…) Because we’re colored.

Puzzled (de Langston Hughes / extraits)

a spittoon = un crachoir
the steam = la  vapeur
a lobby = un vestibule
a slime = un fond gluant


a nickel = 5 sous

a bright bowl of brass = une cuvette de cuivre luisant
an altar = un autel 


is gone up = est monté , a augmenté

En ce qui concerne …


…. l’espace :

… le temps :


… la couleur : 


… la forme : 


… musique et texte : 

Mes remarques personnelles …

